Background

Tensions began to arise between China and Taiwan as the Chinese Revolution ensued in 1949. Communist leader, Mao, took control of the mainland, leaving the island of Taiwan under the control of Nationalist leader Chiang Kai-shek. Problems began first with refugees coming into Taiwan from the mainland, causing Chiang to resort to martial law for the next 38 years. The U.S. intervened in the issue when Harry S. Truman, then the American president, arranged the 7th fleet to reside on the Taiwan Strait to thwart any Chinese attack upon the island. Focus shifted from salvaging the mainland to restructuring the island when many Taiwanese natives made a call for independence. The eradication of Soviet expansionism drove many nations, like the US, to rebuild ties with the mainland, China, severing any relations with Taiwan. This solution was short-lived as, many resorted back to Taiwan to continue trade. In the 1980s Taiwan ended martial law, welcoming a new president, who worked to strengthen diplomatic relations internationally. Shortly after, China began testing its new missile technology in the Taiwan Strait, using force to gain influence. Bill Clinton, American president responded to China’s act by coming to Taiwan’s aid, posting naval forces along the strait. China’s angers fumed when the implication of state sovereignty for Taiwan arose. Today, no further actions toward independence for the island has continued but Taiwan’s president, Chen Shuiban has stated that if Taiwan were to come under military attack, they would have no other choice to declare independence.

UN Involvement


The United Nations has not been involved directly with the conflict between China and Taiwan. When Taiwan first requested its independence in the 1960s, the United Nations understood took no action toward supporting either side. The UN has not taken a side seeing as Taiwan pondered over the possibility of becoming a sovereign state, but China is urging for One-China. China has sent several mission statements and letters to the UN, making clear their intentions with the island.  The UN has been kept from taking any real action on the matter because they’d rather not risk hindering ties with China but also with the US, who is supporting the island of Taiwan.

Bloc Positions

Most nations, besides the US, support the idea of one unified China. The US is a direct supporter of Taiwan, trading with them regularly. Other nations in various regions of the international community would prefer if tensions dissolved between the mainland and the island and the best possible option is to unify the two. 

Focus Questions

Should Taiwan be allowed to be a sovereign state?

Why is China so opposed to Taiwan gaining sovereignty?

Does China have the right to resort to hostile action to form a one-China system?

Witnesses: 

Hu Jintao- President of China

Chen Shuiban- President of Taiwan

Qin Gang- Minister of Foregin Affairs for China

James C.F. Huang- Minister of Foreign Affairs for Taiwan

Kofi Annan- former Secretary General of the UN

Side Note: Be sure to research who each witness is and get a clear understanding of how they feel about the issue at hand. Also be prepared to hear testimony from other witnesses not listed here.
