LHHS MUN CONFERENCE XVI

WHO NOVICE      

Director: Kunali Shah,     Vice Chair: Morgan Deters,         Moderator: Ruchi Bal


Topic: The effect of pollution on children and fetuses:

Background:


Pollution is increasing at an alarming rate worldwide because resources are being eaten up by a more overwhelming number of consumers than earth can provide for. Thus, not enough has been done to prevent further emissions or put a limit on emissions by country or region. Pollution comes in many forms that can harm children and fetuses as it leaks into the air and leaves filthy water behind, these are included but not limited to: harmful emissions from cars, manufacturing companies, oil refineries, noise and oil spills. Over the last 50 years, this problem has been increasing at a large rate due to the growth and expansion of more cities worldwide as they become urbanized. The urbanization of a country tends to pull it away from being an underdeveloped nation and toward being a developing nation until they can be self-sustained. This harms the citizens who live and work near these polluters that produce the emissions and pollutants in the water. Most industries don’t consider or realize that they can recycle most of their “waste.” This “waste” can be used to help other less fortunate people. These large companies, which have manufacturing plants or oil refineries scattered across Asia, only think toward one direction: the cheap mass production of a product, using the natural resources of the area. 

Consequently, these pollutants enter the air and not only harm the environment, but also harm children and fetuses. Any child, walking in the streets or playing a game of football, could inhale them. These pollutants clog up their respiratory system, causing infections and respiratory illnesses that disrupt daily life. In addition, it could cause the need to miss school or the need to skip practice or a game of football due to breathing problems. These breathing problems, if not treated correctly, can lead to serious infections or various lung diseases. 

UN Involvement:


The Kyoto Protocol is probably the most noted international effort to stop climate change. It is an international guideline for greenhouse gas emissions set by the UNFCC (United Nations Framework on Climate Change) to reduce climate change. Over 141 members signed the Kyoto Protocol, which doesn’t include the US, although it very recently includes Australia. Climate change is a subject very important to the UN, having just hosted an annual Climate Change Conference. In 2006, it was held in Nairobi, Kenya and in 2007, it was held in Bali, Indonesia. UN Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon. The Supreme body at this convention is the COP, Conference of the Parties, which supports the Kyoto Protocol and works with other related bodies such as the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) and the Global Climate Observing System (GCOS). Ban Ki-Moon has been very active on climate change holding a summit on September 24, 2007 in order to prevent climate change and how it will affect our posterity by enacting the second phase of the Kyoto Protocol. The UN, though deeply involved in climate change and what it could bring in the future have not yet touched upon the health risks it provides currently in young children and fetuses.

Bloc Positions:

African Bloc - Kenya, Mozambique, Nigeria, Rwanda, Somalia, South Africa, Sudan


The African Bloc is currently unaffected by pollution and its effect on children and fetuses, as there is no widespread urbanization occurring in all countries. Although, 

some large centers contain several lead products and emit greenhouse gases from manufacturing. This affects the children living on the streets or in the slums. The African bloc knows that other countries have problems with pollution and feel that other countries should be helped first, even though the African bloc does not have the funds to assist them. 

Arab Bloc - Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Saudi Arabia, Syria


The Arab bloc has an issue with pollution and its effect on children and fetuses. It also realizes that it is more evident in urban centers and larger cities due to the larger concentration of people. Thus, work needs to be carried out in order to lessen the pollution and reduce emissions from cars, manufacturing companies, and oil refineries as a whole in the near future. The Arab bloc has implemented laws to try and eliminate emissions, and continues to implement similar laws to avoid extra unnecessary emissions.

Asian Bloc - Cambodia, China, India, Indonesia, the Philippines, South Korea


The Asian bloc currently has a growing problem with the effect pollution has on children and fetuses. Due to the growing industrialization of some countries, the pollution rate is steadily increasing, especially within India and China. This is due to increased emissions from manufacturing companies, the large number of cars, and the entertainment industries. However, some of these countries cannot support themselves and are therefore asking for help from countries to help develop pro-environmental programs. 

Eastern Bloc -Albania, Bosnia, Croatia, Hungary, Poland, Russian Federation, Ukraine


The Eastern bloc has a problem with pollution and its effect on children and fetuses due to coal burning plants, manufacturing, and a surplus of cars. Since they are industrialized countries, they have a considerable amount of pollution. Though there may be an increase of pollution in the future with this bloc, it is willing to support other countries that need help.

Latin American Bloc - Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Cuba, Mexico, Peru, Venezuela


In the Latin American bloc, Mexico has the largest problem with pollution. It has a tremendous negative effect on Mexico’s children and fetuses. The serious pollution problem in Mexico is due to heavy-duty manufacturing and a condensed population in such a small city. No other countries in this bloc have a major pollution problem. Although they are industrialized, many countries are environmentally conscious. 

Western Bloc - Canada, France, Germany, Spain United Kingdom, United States 


The Western Bloc, being very industrialized, has an extremely large problem with pollution that affects the bloc’s children and fetuses. These countries wish to lower the emissions gradually and are currently using funds on research for better technology and other techniques to reduce emissions. The biggest pollutants in this bloc come from car emissions, carbon emissions from manufacturing, the entertainment industry, forest fires, and natural disasters. Examples of where these funds are going toward many causes such as car smog, fossil fuels, and using less energy in movie sets by way of the lights. 

Questions:

1. What are the main cause of pollution in your country or general region and explain how it is harming children and fetuses?
2. Has your country implemented any laws to attempt to reduce emissions? If so, explain if they have been successful or not? If not successful, explain how you would improve them to be successful?
3. What effect has the Kyoto Protocol had on the subject of climate change?
4. What actions has your country taken to prevent greenhouse gas emissions?
5. What can be done to reduce the air pollution in the air, so that sunrays can reach the earth and let water evaporate so it can become rainwater or snow and provide water for the tropics before it turns to desert?
Sources:

· http://www.epa.gov/Region7/programs/artd/air/quality/health.htm

· http://www.knbc.com/news/10315943/detail.html

· http://www.asianews.it/view.php?l=en&art=444

· http://www.un.org/issues/m-climat.html

· http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2007/ga10618.doc.htm

· http://www.who.int/globalchange/climate/en/

· http://www.migrationexpert.com/Australia/Visa/news_details.asp?newsID=191&archive_month=12&archive_year=2007&older=0
Topic: Prevention of Global Suicide:

Background


Suicide, commonly known as the act of terminating one’s life, has plagued the globe since the beginning of time and has become an increasing problem within the last 50 years. Suicide has been researched and noticed to come across people suffering from loneliness, guilt, sadness, mental disorders, physical disabilities, or financial loss. Suicide has been a growing problem and has even surpassed the deaths caused by war and murder. Suicide is afflicted many ways, through the use of painkillers, firearms, pesticides or others, including assisted suicide. There are additional ways to terminate one’s life that differ between regions, including Eastern Europe and the Western bloc. It occurs less often in the Latin American region and some Asian or Middle Eastern countries, as suicide is frowned upon by religion, the main institution in life.  Unfortunately, within the past 50 years suicide rates have been continuously increasing and it is most prevalent in men. In addition, the largest age range for suicide is between the ages of 15 and 35, as well as over 60. 

Prevention of global suicide has been more widespread in recent years, as suicide rates have become the third largest cause of death in the world. In addition, awareness programs exist for the purpose of public recognition of suicide attempts by family members or close friends. Thus, hoping to minimize suicide rates over a region and attempt to eliminate the problem or make it significantly lower.

UN Involvement:

The UN understands the threat suicide is to the global community, being so common and so preventable, but hasn’t passed any specific solutions pertaining to it. WHO and the International Association for Suicide Prevention have, for 5 years now, held and International Suicide Prevention Day to spread awareness on the increasing regularity of suicide at all ages. WHO also has the SUPRE program, which is a program dedicated to preventing suicide. The project entails education on prevention and the need to research main causes of suicide in order to alleviate the number of people who kill themselves. NGO’s also exist, such as International Suicide Prevention (ISP) and International Suicide Help, to prevent suicide internationally.

Bloc Positions:

African Bloc - Kenya, Mozambique, Nigeria, Rwanda, Somalia, South Africa, Sudan

The African bloc is currently split over the issue of prevention of global suicide. Many countries feel that suicide is immoral. However, other countries are currently in the midst of genocide and the reign of a corrupt government. These countries feel that suicide is another method of eliminating targeted and unwanted races.

Arab Bloc - Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Saudi Arabia, Syria


The Arab bloc currently has an incredibly low suicide rate due to the severe consequences from society on those found attempting to commit, due to the importance of religion to these people, which are, for the most part, Islamic. However, this bloc feels that those contemplating to commit suicide should be assisted by doctors and psychiatrists for assistance to overcome their problems. The Arab Bloc is willing to fund awareness programs and more to prevent suicide to those countries in need.

Asian Bloc - Cambodia, China, India, Indonesia, the Philippines, South Korea


The Asian bloc currently has a large problem with suicide, particularly in China, India, South Korea and Thailand. Even though religions in this area outlaw suicide, it still occurs due to urbanization and the stress it gives to workers. Thus, the Asian bloc wishes to resolve this problem quickly and efficiently. Unfortunately, the funds of the bloc are split between countries, as some are more industrialized than others. The Asian bloc is therefore asking for funds for awareness programs and things of this nature to help those that are mentally ill and possibly suicidal.

Eastern Bloc -Albania, Bosnia, Croatia, Hungary, Poland, Russian Federation, Ukraine


The Eastern Bloc is plagued with a large problem of suicide, particularly among men, and this problem continues to increase. Although these countries are trying to fix the problem with their current funds, it just does not seem to be enough. Therefore, these countries are asking for donations and programs to help the mentally ill to drastically reduce the suicide rate.

Latin American Bloc - Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Cuba, Mexico, Peru, Venezuela


The Latin American bloc has the smallest problem with suicide compared to the world. Although the rates are moderately low, countries such as Chile, Cuba, El Salvador, and Nicaragua have a problem with the amount of men currently committing suicide sometimes due to extreme work hours and conditions. They are currently supporting themselves financially, but do accept donations for programs that help the mentally ill and for suicide help to help the cause.

Western Bloc - Canada, France, Germany, Spain United Kingdom, United States 


The Western Bloc, having a problem with suicide among men, is currently financially adept and is making progress with an increased amount of awareness programs aimed at the areas most affected by suicide and the age group that is more damaged with suicide, 15-35 years of age. Still, the rate for both men and women is steadily increasing every year but due to the various suicide awareness programs, decreases have been noticed in the area of suicide.

Questions:

1. What is the main problem causing suicide in your country and why has it been increasing recently?

2. What solutions has your country implemented to provide awareness of suicide problems to their citizens? Was it effective? If yes, explain how? If no, explain how you can improve it?

3. How does your country plan on treating the mental illnesses that tend to be a cause of suicide?

4. What can be learned from the “symptoms” of suicide attempts and suicide plots to recognize if a suicide will occur?

5. What has your country done in the past to eliminate suicide and its availability to the masses?

Sources: 

· http://www.newscientist.com/article/dn6373.html

· http://www.who.int/mental_health/prevention/suicide_rates/en/index.html
· http://www.un.org/News/briefings/docs/2007/070910_Mishara.doc.htm
· http://www.who.int/mental_health/prevention/suicide/information/en/index.html

· http://www.med.uio.no/iasp/files/papers/Bertolote.pdf

· http://www.med.uio.no/iasp/

