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Topic: Underpopulation

Background:    

Overpopulation is a very big problem in our world, but the fact that maybe there aren't enough people in our world today, could become an even bigger problem.  Since the legalization of abortion in the past few years, many women have been using this process to get rid of their unborn child, or as another form of birth control. Around eighteen countries have a progressively declining birth rate, annually.  For countries dealing with extreme poverty, it worsens the case.  In the next ten years, there will be a significant decline in the human population if this trend continues.  Underpopulation seems to be a very big problem in parts of Europe and Asia, which is drastically hurting the economy.  Having a lower annual birth rate causes many problems for families that will need manual labor and financial help.  Social security issues are also not allowing some women to have children, and feudalism is slowly being overthrown. There are also tensions being created with the power of women, and they are being given the opportunity to receive contraceptives at no cost.  Problems with immigration , such as when younger generations move to have children in another country, creates economic problems for the country, and they are left with an older population.   Surprisingly, there are older people in some countries than of the younger generations.  Underpopulation is creating many difficulties to nations living in poverty, economic instability, and a majority of elderly citizens rather than younger generations.  

 UN Involvement:  


Over the past five years, the United Nations has created a project that funds the population's of the nations in the world.  The United Nations Population Fund (UNPF) has donated money to many nations who are in need of population development and reproductive help.  This organization has donated around eighteen million dollars in the last five years to help progress the population development worldwide, and has fixed a significant amount of problems.  They have also created awareness for the importance of reproductive health, and facility upgrades for medical procedures.   The United Nations Capital Development Fund also works with nations in need of economic stability.  They also help increase functioning in municipalities worldwide.

Bloc Positions: 


North American Bloc – The United States’ economy will be significantly affected by natural underpopulation by the year 2050, meaning that the entire North American economy will be drastically affected by the consequences of underpopulation as well. Since there is no tangible cause for the low birth rate in North America (ex. abortion in the Asian countries), there is little that the government of these nations can do to offset the population rate. Increased immigration would negatively affect these countries, as the US could not sustain a constant stream of unfiltered immigration and Mexico currently lacks the infrastructure to accommodate immigration into their country. 


South American Bloc – South America has traditionally hosted a large immigrant population from Asian and Europe, a factor that has contributed to the overpopulation of some nations within this bloc. Therefore, the majority of South American countries favor loosening immigration restrictions as a means of solving an eventual underpopulation crisis within the continent. 


European Bloc – Immigration out of Europe, as well as the changing societal role of women, has already led to the underpopulation of European nations such as Germany, where 14% of the GDP is spent on pensions alone. Expanded immigration could particularly help the European bloc, though innovative solutions to this problem have also been discussed within Britain, France, and the Netherlands. Among these is the reevaluation of technology in the work force, which would combat the underproductivity associated with underpopulation by making the economy more dependent on computers to serve the jobs humans once filled.


African Bloc – Most sub-Saharan African countries have faced underpopulation for years already, uniquely caused by some two-dozen wars that have ravaged the continent in the last two decades, the AIDS/HIV crisis, and a food shortage. Some have proposed that, at this point in time, underpopulation is actually beneficial to the African continent as a whole because there are fewer people for governments to focus on managing.


Middle Eastern Bloc – The Middle East, like Africa, is currently embroiled in conflict and does not view underpopulation as a crisis. Abortion has never been a significant problem in this region as it violates Islamic law, and immigration is rife with controversy due to religious sectionalism and the threat of terrorism.


Asian Bloc – The nations of Asia are threatened the most by underpopulation. Cultural values, China’s one-child  policy, and the inability to feed more than a few children have given rise to the phenomena of selective abortion, essentially destroying the population balance in Asia. Although China and India are the two most populous countries on Earth, the disrupted male to female ratio in both nations are most certainly going to lead to the world’s most serious underpopulation crisis within the next generation. In developed nations such as Japan, government propaganda encouraging the populace to produce more children is already underway through economic-relief programs compensating businessmen who spend time with their children or leave work early for childcare.

Questions:

· Does your country deal with an underpopulation crisis?

· What has your nation done to provide aide to help lessen the affect of this problem in the world?

· Has your nation passed any resolutions in the past concerning population crises?

· Has the UN  been involved with population issues in your nation?

· What solutions do you have for underpopulation issues worldwide?

Sources:

www.abortiontv.com/lies/myths/underpopulation

www.metafutures.org/articles/ageingfutures/htm

http://web.unfpa.org/exbrd/2002/annualsession/dpfpacpoegy7.pd

http://www.uncdf.org/english/local_development/docs/other/monyacholaa.php
Topic: Disaster Sanitation

Background:

There is an estimated two hundred million people victimized by the effects of natural disasters annually. Particularly in third world nations, these after-maths occur in both social and economic realms, often resulting in severe instability. Poverty and a lack of specific designated procedures are major weaknesses in these situations. A major sanitation problem after disasters is the necessary conduct of human waste removal, which instigates several diseases that imposes major health risks for a plethora of people. The security of water away from human waste should be a primary priority as well as the securing of food and shelter for victims for this issue. Industrial disasters, such as the Bhopal Factory incident in India, resulted in many lives lost and considerable health risks for the public. These include radioactive waste and the public being exposed to several chemicals of which they have not build up immunity to. Transnational corporations, therefore, threaten the third world nations and their severe lack of regulations to handle such dangers. Due to globalization, these accidents will tend to occur more often in the future. 

Water-related disasters are often unpredictable and the people it affects are usually uninformed about facts regarding natural disasters. When the tsunami hit the Indian Ocean in 2004, such was the case. On the other hand, earthquakes completely destroy the infrastructure of cities, and as a result, health care centers. Unreadiness and collapsed centers make treatments extremely difficult, such as in Iran in 2003. Another factor is that children and the elderly tend to be effected by these disasters more than others. Poverty allows for less risk-awareness and low national budgets are insufficient in tending to public health needs. Prevention, alertness, and the capability to sufficiently handle the situation are essential for aid in disaster sanitation. 

UN Involvement:

The UN has taken an initiative to reduce the devastation of natural disasters over a span of a decade. The World Conference on Disaster Reduction was held to organize this. The Hyogo Framework for Action: 2005 – 2015 aims prepare nations to deal with this dire issue. Additionally, it relies on governmental duty and obtaining ample financial resources. Also, it calls for efficient governments, awareness of the environment, and knowledge as crucial contributors in helping this problem. Additionally, after the tsunami that hit the Maldives, they formed the "Strategic Framework for United Nations Support to Recovery" to help the situation. This was made to help re-development of the nation for both short and long term. It helped deal with victims in less fortunate circumstances first, such as handicapped, elderly and very young people. Secondly, it favored increased awareness and education for the masses. Another important component included sanitation, an improved health status and safe drinking water. The United Nations acknowledges that this is a massive problem and it will take the collaboration of many nations' efforts to prevent the severity of the impact upon disaster-prone regions throughout the world. 

  Bloc Positions: 



North American Bloc – The two developed nations in North America, Canada and the US, already have extensive plans for disaster management regulated by domestic agencies. However, the aftermath of the 2005 Hurricane Katrina proved that even economic giants such as the US are susceptible to sanitation crises despite paper-laid plans. Mexico’s fate in the wake of a disaster is both uncertain and precarious, as that country lacks the infrastructure to support its citizens under normal conditions.


South American Bloc – South America faces a similar lack of infrastructure as Mexico; the entire continent is split between the first and third worlds. Disasters that could potentially affect South America include hurricanes, mudslides, and earthquakes. A unified, cohesive UN protocol on disaster sanitation management would only be beneficial to this region.


European Bloc – Europe is composed of developed nations, yet many of its sewer systems and water lines have existed for centuries. Both the durability and reliability of such antiquated piping are questionable in the event of a major crisis, when they are most relied upon. In the Netherlands and the low countries of the south, the rising sea level has highlighted the faults of outdated infrastructure in the event of flooding. 


African Bloc – The African continent suffers from manmade and natural disasters more often than any other on Earth, yet is in the least able position to manage their aftermath. Poor sanitation is already an overwhelming problem in Africa; compounded with the chaos of a disaster, there is very little chance that the individual government of a nation will have the resources or the willingness to respond appropriately to their populace’s needs. Therefore, the responsibility falls on international humanitarian organizations to outline a specific plan of action that can be utilized in the event of any disaster to manage sanitation requirements.


Middle Eastern Bloc – Due to the conflicts which have gripped this region, there has been a collapse of infrastructure within individual nations, as well as a rash of displaced refugees, all of which have placed the Middle East in the same position as Africa regarding disaster sanitation efforts.


Asian Bloc – The 2003 tsunami in Indonesia sparked renewed efforts for all types of disaster management in Asia, including sanitation efforts. Since then, Asian nations have tried to coordinate their disaster management strategies and learn from subsequent crises, in a system that should provide an example to the rest of the world. Still, improved water and sewer lines are desperately needed in parts of Asia to avoid the risk of disease outbreak.

Questions:

-What initiatives has your country taken to help resolve this issue?
-What would your nation suggest as a practical procedure in human-waste removal?
-Has your country signed "The Hyogo Framework for Action" and if not, then specifically why?


Sources:

http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2005/iha1005.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2005/iha1005.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2005/iha1005.doc.htm
