Laguna Hills Fall Simulation Synopsis
Topic: Human Trafficking

Background: 

The practice of trafficking human beings for monetary or other gains is a globally significant problem which dates back thousands of years. Hundreds of thousands of people around the world are affected by the exploitative and illicit practices of human trafficking.  There are believed to be more than 800,000 people in some form of bondage throughout the world. This bondage can take many different forms ranging from sexual prostitution rings, to forced labor camps. Often times, lies and deceit are used to lure in unsuspecting innocent people who believe that their captors offer freedom and prosperity for them in a new country. Historically, one of the most well known instances of mass human trafficking is the African slave trade in which hundreds of thousands of Africans were captured in their native lands and forced to travel to a new country where they were enslaved for many years. In modern times, human trafficking is just as detrimental, but often not spoken about on a global forum as regularly as it should be. Trafficking has developed certain trends in different regions of the world. For example, many Eastern European and Asian women have been trafficked from their native lands with promises of money for their families back home. Upon arrival to Western Europe, the USA or Canada, the women are sold into prostitution rings and must struggle to ever get out. In Africa, many orphaned children are captured and sold for rebel armies to fight in the many civil wars raging on that continent.  Despite common trends, forced labor and sexual enslavement are not only contained in these specific regions; they are rampant throughout the world. Traffickers are now more stealthy and manipulative in their attempts to exploit and torture innocent victims. 
UN Involvement:
The UN has been involved in this topic many times in recent years, mostly through the Social, Humanitarian, and Cultural Committee, but also through UNICEF and UNODC. Overall, the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime is the main tool in fighting organized crime, which covers human trafficking. The Social, Humanitarian, and Cultural Committee has passed many resolutions relating to the tragedy of human trafficking. Some of these resolutions include A/RES/58/137, which wanted to stress the importance of cooperation in preventing and combating human trafficking, and A/RES/61/180, which focused on coordinating the efforts of many countries. A/RES/59/166 and A/RES/61/144 both emphasize the importance of protecting women and girls, who are the most vulnerable to trafficking. In 2004, the first regional agreement on human trafficking was made. UNICEF helped 6 nations of Southeastern Asia (China, Cambodia, Thailand, Lao PDR, Viet Nam, and Myanmar) commit to a common plan to stop human trafficking in their country. UNODC has supported the plan set forth by the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) to prevent human trafficking in the West African nations.

Bloc Positions:
Western: Western Europe, Canada, and the United States serve as popular destinations for trafficked persons, where they are treated as slaves, but Eastern Europe is the origin and destination of many of these people. Moldova, Russia, and Ukraine are the three largest supplier nations in Europe. Europe, in order to fight human trafficking, plans on organizing current measures and filling in where they see weakness. 
Asian: Most Asian countries serve as supplier, transit, and destination countries. The People’s Republic of China and Thailand are major suppliers, while countries such as Japan have become destinations. Many Asian countries have worked together with each other and other regions to increase awareness and help the victims of human trafficking.

Middle Eastern: The Middle Eastern nations, such as Israel and Turkey, are mostly destination countries, where trafficked persons become slaves and often prostitutes. Many Middle Eastern countries are taking action against human trafficking by training police and stopping trafficking by force. 

African: African countries, especially West African, are the largest origin of trafficked people. Nigeria is the most problematic country in Africa. These nations have been attempting to take control of the problem. Africa plans to increase awareness and protect the children lured into slavery.

Latin American: Latin American countries are for the most part suppliers, but some are destinations. Countries like Brazil, Colombia, Guatemala, Mexico, and the Dominican Republic are the main countries of origin in Latin America. Latin America plans on the prevention of trafficking through education and awareness.
Sources:

http://www.unodc.org/unodc/crime_cicp_convention.html
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/publications/publications_trafficking.html
http://www.un.org/documents/resga.htm
http://www.pww.org/article/articleview/10419/1/355/
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_23970.html
http://www.humantrafficking.org/
http://www.state.gov/g/tip/
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/trafficking/
