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Topic: Western Sahara

Background:


After the Berlin Conference in 1884, the area of Western Sahara was occupied by Spain. Their colony was mostly desert, and the population density was very scarce. As European nations began decolonization, Spain still had total control over the land. The Saharawi began guerilla warfare as early as 1957. These attacks were supported by the King of Morocco in hopes of extended their territory, and although they were unsuccessful, they were the first step for Spain to leave Sahara. El-Ouali formed a group of students to create a unified group of Saharawis. The Saharawis from southern Morocco, western Algeria, northern Mauritania and Western Sahara formed a group called the Polisario in 1973 with the goal of a full and independent Western Sahara. It has remained the only nationalist, pro-independence organization representing all Saharawis. Although Spain was highly opposed to decolonization, they gave in 1974-75 hopes of referendum. In 1975, the ICJ declared Western Sahara had the right to self-determination. As Spain withdrew from the land, they made an agreement with Morocco and Mauritania, each nation annexed Western Sahara. As Mauritania removed it’s forces from the nation, Morocco extended theirs even more.  Since 1991, a cease-fire, overseen by the peacekeeping mission MINURSO, has been in place over the area. A referendum to decide the fate of the nation has been postponed.

UN Involvement:

The representative John Baker and US were working with the UN to help end the conflict but never succeeded. In 1991 the UN declared an initiative called MINURSO to resolve the Western Sahara conflict, which was meant to be a temporary undertaking. 

The price tag of the MINURSO has been growing steadily and reached over hundreds of millions of dollars. The dispute in Western Sahara has become Africa’s lengthiest war and the UN has shown no signs of opposition towards Morocco. Due to the dire necessity of a peaceful reconciliation dealing with the Western Sahara situation, the mandate for the mission in the region has been continually lengthened time and time again.

Security Council called for bilateral cooperation with the Secretary General and Envoy associated with the conflict in the Sahara region. The goal of a peace agreement between the two sides is to solve the situation politically while granting Western Sahara autonomy. The resolution created was expected to give each side enough slack to come to a full and biding agreement in the near future. The Security Council also reaffirmed its position on its belief that the POLISARIO on the Western Sahara side should free all POW’s captured during the war.

Bloc Positions:

African Bloc: Country positions vary throughout bloc, but many countries believe that the Western Sahara should be recognized as an independent country (including Kenya and South Africa).

Arab Bloc: Country positions vary throughout bloc; some countries support Morocco.

Asian Bloc: For the most part, these countries are trying to support Morocco, hoping to increase economic ties (including China and India).

Eastern Bloc: Many countries in this bloc have formally recognized SADR, and more of them are expected to soon.

Western Bloc: There are various country positions in this bloc, but several of these countries support Morocco.

Latin American Bloc: Many of these countries are neutral, although some support SADR.

Questions
· Are their indigenous groups fighting for independence in your nation?

· Has your nation ever been a colony?

· In what ways has your country been involved in this conflict in the past? 

· How has your country’s policy influenced any aid that has been sent in the past?

· Why won’t the two sides come to a peaceful agreement?

Sources
http://www.wsahara.net/conflict.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/wi.html
http://www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2005/06/26/1400698.htm 

http://www.arso.org/01-e00-3132.htm 

http://www.afrol.com/articles/25284 

http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2006/gaspd348.doc.htm 

http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2006/gaspd348.doc.htm
Topic: Kurdistan

Background:


The Kurds were suppose to receive a land of their own following World War I, having a Kurdish state to cover large portions of the former Ottoman Kurdistan. France and Britain did not like the bloody uprisings for independence and with the signing of The Treaty of Sevres in August, 1921, the land was divided amongst Iraq, Turkey, and Syria. The Kurdish people are the largest ethnic group, with 40 million people, without a state of their own. They have been highly persecuted against in the Middle East. In Iraq, with the attempt to wipe out the entire ethnic group, they launched a religious war against them, with chemical weapons, razing 4,000 Kurdish villages and killing 100,000 Kurds. 300,000 Kurds “disappeared” between 1983-1987 in the nation as well. After the uprisings in Iraq in 1991, the Kurds fled to the borders and the Security Council made an autonomist region for these Kurds. Since the War in Iraq began in 2003, the Kurds are moving closer to having their own borders of a Kurdish region.  In Turkey, the government spends nearly 10 billion US dollars fighting Kurdish separatists. Speaking their language in Turkey was a crime until 1991. Since 1987 in Turkey, the Kurds, the PKK that is considered a terrorist group by the United States, have been fighting for their independence in Turkey. There is virtually a civil war in Turkey, and an estimated 3,000 Kurdish villages in Turkey destroyed, representing the displacement of more than 378,000 people.
 

UN Involvement:


The UN has had trouble with the region because the member nations such as Iraq have suggested that the UN should not impose any policies on either the Iraqis or the Kurds. UNAMI is the main organization involved and believes that a mutual arrangement must be settled upon to decide the status of argued regions and borders. UNAMI has worked hard to help facilitate proceedings in which a peaceful agreement can be reached by both parties. UNAMI is hoping to further its interests and action in the Kurdistan region. The SRSG discussed with Kurdish leaders the issues of human rights and safety within Iraq and Kurdistan. A high level political agenda and meetings must be held in order for all parties to be satisfied with an agreement on humanitarian issues and border disputes.

Bloc Positions:

African Bloc: A majority of these countries are neutral, but many oppose the Kurdish rebellions.

Arab Bloc: Many countries oppose the Kurds, but most nations that are not directly involved are neutral.

Asian Bloc: Most of these countries are neutral; however, some countries (including China) have opposed Kurdish prosecution in the past.

Eastern Bloc: Many of these countries have taken action against the persecution of Kurds in the past, but there are also several neutral nations.

Western Bloc: Some of these countries oppose the prosecution of the Kurds, but support the Iraqi and Turkish governments; there are also many neutral countries.

Latin American Bloc: Some of the countries in this bloc are neutral, but many support the Kurds.

Questions:

· Are there are Kurds present in your country?

· How have groups that have been persecuted in the borders been treated?

· Does an ethnic group deserve its own land because of persecution?

· What past actions has your country taken regarding this conflict? Who have you supported?

· Should the UN continue to intervene or take a more hands-off approach and try to let the member states settle the conflict themselves?

Sources:

http://hrw.org/english/docs/2006/08/14/iraq13979.htm
http://www.hrw.org/reports/2005/turkey0305/3.htm#_Toc97005223
http://www.knn.u-net.com/kurd4.htm
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/refworld/rwmain?docid=473ae9632d 

http://www.turkishweekly.net/comments.php?id=1889 

http://www.puk.org/web/htm/news/nws/mam_jap.html 

http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-iran29oct29,1,4241772.story?coll=la-headlines-world
