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Topic: Opium Trade

Background:

Opium is the milky fluid contained in the seed of an opium poppy. It is sold on the street as a powder or dark brown solid that is smoked, eaten, or injected. Tolerance, physical, and psychological dependence quickly appear as the user develops a rapid addiction to the blissful feeling that opium produces. Opium is a crop that is sold for a high price and is easily grown, so poor farmers devastated by war may turn to the poppy and the badly needed cash it provides. It is not surprising that poppy cultivation has played a fundamental role in the Afghan economy, as it supported the Taliban regime and paid for resistance against the Soviet occupation. It appears that drug smuggling, which declined after the U.S. bombing of Afghanistan, is now picking up again. The opium trade stretches throughout the Middle East and the rest of the world. Myanmar is now the world's biggest opium producer and since production is limited in Afghanistan and demand from China is growing, the future for opium production appears secure.

UN Involvement:

The biggest problems or threats, which increase the opium trade and production, are the traffickers, consumers, and cultivators. The UN has currently been providing opium through the farmers first. Farmers have said opium is their first priority for the money that is involved for the harvesting of this crop. The UN has informed these farmers of the terrible effects the opium trade has caused and allowed them to exchange their crops for other cash crops such as coffee, fruits, and other vegetables. Organizations such as UNDCP have also communicated with other countries that are the number one producers of opium. UNDCP has provided research and information to allow countries to examine the effects the opium trade has caused towards their economies. Several other organizations have helped lower the rates from the spread of opium such as: United Nations Office of Drugs and Crime (UNODC), United Drug Control Strategy (UNCS), Counter-Narcotics (CN, and the Ministry of Counter Narcotics (MCN). MCN has special benchmarks for the progression of the opium trade and has further communicated with the UN.

Bloc Positions:

Western: The nations within the Western Bloc represent the nations, which pertain as receivers of products and as the lands of transport, which are intertwined in the opium trade. The region sees that feel that a resolution to the illicit opium trade is necessary, and sees possible resolutions as drastic, and would find that any reasonable resolution to the issue should be generally agreed upon. 

Asian: The Asian region, with a nation such as India, is the main harbors and producers of the opium trade. The region depends on the cultivation of the opium within the opium trade as a main source of economy, and feel that the complete lose of the trade is unfeasible and unreasonable for their nations.

Latin: Nations such as Colombia depend on the illicit drug trade to support their economy. Though, throughout the region, a general consensus strives towards the reduction and decrease of the illicit opium trade within large ports, in nations such as Brazil and Argentina. Yet, the complete destruction of the opium trade within the region would be unrealistic, due to the economic dependence upon the illicit opium trade.  

Middle Eastern: The Middle Eastern region is the most economically dependent on the opium trade, in comparison to the international community. The bloc contains Afghanistan, the number one producer of the globes opium. Therefore, the region does not vie for the complete reduction of the illicit opium trade, and the opinion of even partial reduction of the illicit trade varies between borders. 

African: The African nations serve as the main harbor for the transit of illegal heroin from Asian nations. The transit of opium between their borders leads to the supplementing of nation’s economies, but, in turn, creates an issue with rebel groups as well.  

Questions:

1. What role has opium poppy cultivation played in the economy?

2. How does opium affect the global community?

3. What steps has the United Nations taken in the battle against the opium trade?

4. What are ways that governments can aid in the rising issue of the illicit opium trade?

5. How will ways, avoiding the complete destruction of the opium trade, conjure a resolution to the issue?

Sources:

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=23597&Cr=afghan&Cr1#
http://www.globalresearch.ca/index.php?context=viewArticle&code=CHO20060921&articleId=3294
http://cnnstudentnews.cnn.com/2002/fyi/news/01/18/afghanistan.opium/index.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/heroin/etc/history.html
http://www.narconon.ca/opium.htm
Topic: The Drug Trade Funding Rebel Groups and Terrorist Organizations

Background:

As the most feared form of terrorism, the weapons of mass destruction can be very expensive to produce and deliver. Profits from the production and sale of prohibited drugs can be useful to terrorists planning these more expensive forms of terrorism. The most important problem is the current form of drug prohibition. The problem to focus on is not simply to eliminate the drug trade, but rather the fact that the drug trade has become a major source of funding for many terrorist groups. Governments are only focusing on traditional measures to suppress the drug trade. These including law enforcement, crop substitution and measures to reduce the movement and laundering of drug money, but they will fail to significantly to reduce the flow of drug money to terrorists. These current methods of attacking the drug trade are ineffective. Refusing to address the role of prohibition in financing terrorism will enable terrorist groups to continue to build the resources they need to engage in even more extensive acts of terrorism. Terrorist organizations in almost 30 countries now finance their activities through the highly profitable trade in prohibited drugs. Drug trafficking became increasingly important as a source of revenue for terrorist groups after the end of the Cold War. With the decline of state-sponsored terrorism, terrorist groups were forced to find other means to finance their activities. Where the agricultural climate permitted, this could mean drug production and sales. Even if the climate and terrain were not suitable for the production of drugs, terrorist groups could nonetheless reap enormous profits from the sale of prohibited drugs.

UN Involvement:

The United Nation’s commission on Narcotic Drugs has held previous meetings, which dealt with the links between drug trafficking and organized terrorism. The United Nations has also established a system, which dealt with its many drug related situations, such as the international drug control. Also, through research and studies, the Commission on Narcotic Drugs will be able to analyze the world drug problem in a better way. The General Assembly has also helped on this matter by meeting with goals and targets for a 2008 progress report. Around 150 governments have cooperated with the UN, and will effectively lower their trafficking record by 2008. The UN’s Security Council established a center for International Crime Prevention. This helps by providing guidelines on technical assistance, which deals with the topic of terrorism. An expert group has also been set up and they have made a protocol list towards terrorism and illicit drugs. The expert group has worked with UNODC to establish the 10 principles for the technical assistance towards drug trafficking. A criminal justice system, prosecution, and international cooperation again are being established as part of the 10 principles due to the technical support from the Security Council. 

Bloc Positions:

Western: Nations within the region see it to be completely unreasonable to fund any terrorist organization or rebel group. Therefore, the complete destruction of the illicit drug trade, or the severing of bonds between rebel groups and the drug trade is

imperative. 

Asian: Many terrorist organizations and rebel groups are present within the region. Therefore, the funding of rebel groups within the illicit drug trade is not highly addressed within the region due to dependence on the illicit drug trade. 

Latin: The bloc feels that a complete stop to the illicit drug trade is entirely unreasonable, but sees the destruction of ties between the rebel groups and terrorist organizations as the first step to the partial, but not complete, reduction of the illicit drug trade

Middle Eastern: In multiple nations, the terrorists’ organizations and rebel groups are in control of the region, and the illicit drug trade within the region. Many terrorist organizations tax the actual drug cultivator but provide the farmers with a sense of security. Therefore, a tie between the illicit drug trade and the Middle Eastern region is most likely, unrealistic due to dependence. 

African: Rebel groups are extremely prevalent within the African region, and the obvious funding of these terrorist organizations is a result of the illicit drug trade. Therefore, the African region, economically, could not see a break between the funding of rebel groups and the illicit drug trade. Though, the reduction of violence within the region would be ideal. 

Questions: 

1. What are the links between terrorism and the drug trade? 

2. How do terrorists benefit from the drug support? 

3. How do drugs detriment the terrorist groups as well as society as a whole?

4. What are methods of breaking the possible ties between the rebel groups and the drug trade, when the terrorist organizations are in control of the illicit cultivation?

5. How has the United Nations taken steps towards defeating the illicit drug trade?

Sources:

http://www.cfdp.ca/terror.htm
http://www.cfdp.ca/eoterror.htm
http://www.cato.org/pub_display.php?pub_id=2935
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2004/soccp311.doc.htm
http://www.jointogether.org/news/headlines/inthenews/2007/dea-says-many-terrorist.html
