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Dear Delegates,

My name is Craig Naglestad and I will be you chair for the International Atomic Energy Agency Committee at the first annual Capo Conference.  I am a senior at Capo Valley and have been involved in MUN since freshman year.  Helping me chair your committee will be sophomores Filip Krunic and Sabina Bhatia.  I expect you all to be well versed on Nuclear Proliferation when we get into committee so that we can get right to the heart of the problem in this one day conference.  I hope you all leave my committee and the conference with an increased awareness of the world, and are able to view it neutrally.  If you have any questions, you can email me at craig@naglestad.name.  See you all in December.

Sincerely,

Craig Naglestad
Background
Nuclear Proliferation, now a term used to describe the spread of nuclear weapons, technology, and information has its origins rooted shortly after the end of World War II. Due to the imminent notion of nuclear conflict that permeated much of World War II, Truman’s administration proposed the Baruch Plan; guaranteeing the United State’s nullification of nuclear weaponry. Despite such a forthcoming proposal, it had two strict requirements that would have needed to be met by the global community. First, the creation of an “International Atomic Development Authority”; an entity responsible for the care-taking and ownership of remaining nuclear materials and activities. Second, a system of sanctions installed that would regulate countries attempting to acquire nuclear material, information or technology. 


Unfortunately, this plan was vetoed by the Security Council. Despite this, President Eisenhower made a proposal known as “Atoms for Peace” to the UN. Fortunately, this passed and in 1957 led to the establishment of the International Atomic Energy Agency. Although such an entity was established, true international negotiations about nuclear didn’t begin until the 1960’s. This was triggered with the acquiring of nuclear weapons by Russia, Britain, France, and the United States. As a further catalyst, in 1964, the People’s Republic of China openly detonated a nuclear weapon, adding them to the previous 4 “nuclear nations” of the global community. In 1968, these countries met at the “Eighteen Nations Disarmament Committee”. Through this same committee, the NPT (Nuclear Proliferation Treaty) became enacted in 1970.


Through a plethora of proposal’s and conglomerations, the UN has mainly focused on two aspects of nuclear proliferation; the spread and integration of civil nuclear energy and in congruence the prevention of nuclear weaponry. Finally, to compliment this, the UN attempts to regulate the civil amounts of Uranium, Plutonium and the like, making sure that they are strictly civil in their usage. 
United Nations Involvement

In 1953, The U.S. president Dwight D. Eisenhower suggested to the United Nations G.A. a campaign that later resulted in the creation of the International Atomic Energy Association.  This committee was organized to ensure and assist the manufacturing of nuclear energy.  The IAEA is set up to inspect states’ production of uranium and plutonium to make sure either is created within the IAEA limitations.  By 1964, 5 countries possessed nuclear weapons: China, The Former Soviet Union, The U.S., France, and Great Britain.  As a result of this, the Nuclear Non-Proliferation treaty (NPT) was proposed in 1968, and became a notable treaty in 1970.  This treaty states that all the signatories will be bound to produce nuclear material for civil purposes only.  Safeguards for each country’s peaceful nuclear program are in use.  There are currently 3 countries that have refused to sign the NPT: India, Pakistan, and Israel.  The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea engaged in the NPT in 1985, but withdrew from it in 2003.  South Africa was affected by the safeguards of the NPT, and as a signatory it had to dismantle their stock of nuclear weapons. The Zangger Committee was also endorsed by the IAEA, and stated guidelines for the trafficking of nuclear exports.  This committee was introduced in 1978 and there are currently 36 nations who are members.  The IAEA also has future plans for ensuring the security of people worldwide.  IAEA-funded projects are in motion to help countries by researching new technology to produce nuclear energy.
Possible Solutions


Currently, the NPT addresses the application of nuclear energy to civil purposes.  Your goal for this conference should be to address the causes of nuclear proliferation and what should be done to incline other nations from withdrawing from the NPT.  You should also cover ways of enforcing the policy you hope to initiate.
General Bloc Positions

Western Nations- These would be the United States and most European Nations.  Your goals would be to prevent other nations from gaining nuclear weapons.

South-East Asian Nations- Generally for India and Pakistan, you want them for defensive purposes, and other Asian nations want them for defense.

China and Russia- I would say they are separate because they are not Western Nations while still possessing nuclear capabilities.  Their stance would be generally anti-proliferation.

Middle Eastern Nations- There seems to be a large problem with a lack of trust of Israel and Iran.  They would pursue weapons for defensive purposes against a xenophobic United States.

African Nations- Generally are very small and not near to weapon production capabilities.  Also have many other economic strife and nuclear weapons not feasible.
